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According to EU statistics, about 35% of the total EU anti-dumping and anti-

subsidy investigations initiated between 2004 and 2008 concerned products

originating in China. There were more investigations relating to China than to

any other country. In 2009 this percentage increased to 50%. Recently, looking at

the investigations initiated between May 2010 and May 2011, more than 80% of the

cases concern products originating in China.1 These figures clearly show that China

has become a target of the EU trade defence instruments and that this phenomenon

strongly affects the trade relationship between the two countries.

Farah and Soprano’s recent book makes a significant contribution to eliminate

any preconception surrounding dumping and the instruments to fight dumping.

The first part of the book provides an explanation of the concept of dumping,

distinguishing between the legal definition and the economic concept of dumping

that forms its basis. Since this expression is recently used to indicate very different

practices, the authors also differentiate between social, monetary and environmental

dumping. The discussions around these issues have become incredibly heated, also

because of the contradictory interests of developing and developed countries; the

interests of the former focus on keeping their outstanding growth trends, but they

still face internal disparity of income, the latter suffer from competition from

developing countries and risk huge de-localization towards those countries that

allow the reduction of production costs.

The research is not limited to purely theoretical discussions, but adopts a

practical approach; the statistical figures, updated until 2008, show the importance

of both dumping practices and anti-dumping proceedings in international trade.

A. Forganni (&)

Beijing Normal University, Beijing, People’s Republic of China

e-mail: antonella.forganni@unibocconi.it

1 See the lists of investigations provided by the EU DG Trade: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/tdi/.

123

China-EU Law J (2011) 1:137–139

DOI 10.1007/s12689-011-0008-3

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/tdi/


The collected data also explain the role of trade defence instruments in the global

economic crisis of 2008.

The European rules are illustrated in the second part of the book. The analysis

focuses on anti-dumping regulation at international level by the World Trade

Organization and explains how the international rules are included in the legal

system of the European Union through the ‘‘EU basic anti-dumping Regulation’’.2

Unfortunately, since the book was published in 2009, it could not be updated to take

into account the reform of the decision-making process that was introduced by EU

Regulation No 182/2011;3 the changes concern some aspects of the future anti-

dumping proceedings, especially the voting system and the time limits; conse-

quently, the chapter that is dedicated to the adoption of the measures is the most

affected.

The discourse surrounding European anti-dumping law focuses on some specific

aspects such as the calculation of anti-dumping margin, the evaluation of injury, and

the causal link between dumping and the injury found, which highlights exactly how

antidumping duties can be imposed; moreover, the explanation of the fundamental

rules is supported by frequent practical examples, as well as references to case law,

both of the Court of Justice of the EU and the WTO Dispute Settlement Body.

Finally, the book describes the procedural aspects of anti-dumping, which are

necessary to understand the functioning of the examined instruments. A large

portion of this section of the text explains the introductory steps of the proceeding,

i.e. how to lodge a complaint. This is the most important factor for companies that

aim to ask for the initiation of the proceeding. Accordingly these paragraphs aim to

clarify the indispensable elements that have to be indicated in the complaint, as well

as the methods of calculation of the figures required, on the basis of the European

Commission’s guidelines, which are illustrated in several summarizing sheets. The

importance of these detailed explanations arises particularly with regard to the

indexes of evaluation of injury required by the European Commission, as price

undercutting and complainants’ profitability. Similarly, the authors explicitly

illustrate the rights of the parties involved in the proceedings, in order to create

awareness about the transparency issues and the access to documents.

The final part of the book summarizes the reviews that could take place after the

imposition of the measures: even if they are only briefly described, the differences

among the variants of review available are clear and the main aspects of each

proceeding are accurately determined.

In the past the dumping and anti-dumping issues, which were assumed to require

sophisticated know-how, ran the risk of being confined to the inner circle of the

‘‘connoisseurs’’ of the matter. The more frequent use of trade defence instruments

and, in particular, anti-dumping duties, has led to lively discussions, fed not only by

the operators’ elite directly involved, and members of the professional and academic

world, but also by the international mass media. This fact has strongly contributed to

2 Council Regulation (EC) No 1225/2009 of 30 November 2009 on protection against dumped imports

from countries not members of the European Community (codified version) (2009) OJ L343/51.
3 Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011

laying down the rules and general principles concerning mechanisms for control by Member States of the

Commission’s exercise of implementing powers (2011) OJ L 55/13.
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the spreading of superficial and crude information regarding instruments that have a

highly technical nature and require deep study, resulting in a poor understanding of

their functioning and aims.

This book, which is accompanied by prefaces from preeminent representatives of

the academic and business world, aims to provide the general framework of the

fundamental issues concerning anti-dumping measures to companies. The authors

reach this objective by applying a clear and concise writing style and by making

comprehensive explanations.

In comparison with the other handbooks published in this field, the present one is

easy to understand and it explains in a simple way the complex anti-dumping

procedures; this makes it attractive especially for practitioners that work in small

and medium-sized companies, and who are not specialized in international trade

matters. For such practitioners the book will become a useful reference, which

addresses practical issues that have been difficult to access previously.

Additionally, for the scholars who are interested in the debate on the future

development of the trade defence instruments, this work can serve as a concise

overview of some practical aspects of the proceedings. The comprehensive

bibliography that is provided at the end of the volume can be appreciated as a good

basis for further studies on this area of law.
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